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The Proeccedings at the Seſsions for 
London and Middleſex. 


Mongſt ſuch a multitude of various 
Crimes, the. ſtory of every petty Felony 
with its trivial Circumſtances here ex- 
amined or puniſht, cannot reaſonably be 
expected tobe publiſhed ; ſuch an undertaking 
would be no leſs. tedious than unuſeful, and in 
ſome caſes unfit : but as to whatever was tranſ- 
ated conſiderable or 'rematkable, this Sheet 
dares promiſe you a brief, yet ſtfficient, Account 
both of the manner of Fact, and what became of 
the Prifoder cbarged therewith. 
The firſt Relation we areto make, isof a very 
ſad and unhappy accident, A Gentleman was 
indited (according to form in ſuch! ca ſes) for 
Murder; but upon Evidence the buſineſs ap- 
peared onely thus: A Burglary about four or 
ſiye a clock in the morning being mide, or at 
leaſt attempted , and diſcovered by the noiſe, 
and'the people crying out Thieves, the perſon 
now tried ,, generouſly came forth of his Bed 
with his Sword ia his haod to help his 
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Friends aud ſeize the Robbers, but caſually ' 
meets three or four * men -· Sbooma lers, who 
working bard by and taking the Alarm, came 
likewiſe running out with the, like honeſt inten- 
tions: but in that hurry and paſſion, mutually 
miſtaking each other for ſome of the MalefaQors 
(who in truth were all cſcaped before) and the 
Gentleman demanding of the perſon deceaſed 
who they were ? 'and he, under that miſappre- 
henſion, roughly replying, Tos b know by our 
AGions, or to that effect, and withal ſtriking 
bim ; the now Priſoner concluding him one of 
the Thieves, unfortunately gave him a wound 
which occaſton'd his death : So that it appearing 
to be done partly by Miſadventure and partly 
ſe Defendendo, he was wholly acquitted, 

Another perſon was arraigned for a Murder 

committed about three yezes agoneer Min gtos, 
and for which his own Brother, wer. above a 
twelvemonth ſince Convicted of Mauflaughter, 
and not able to read when he had pray d the be- 
nefit of Clergy, was executed : Sug hong this 
man was in his company when the fact was done, 
and ſome Circumſtances ſeemed to lie heavie 
upon him, yet for want of cleer Evidence he 
was diſcharged: As likewiſe were two more con- 
cerning killing of a man neer Holbors, it not ap- 
pearing that he received any blow or wound 
from either of them that might occaſion his 
Death. | 

- But one for killing his Comrade by Tower bid, 
upon a Quarrel arifing between them about 
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of Manſl»ughter. 15 
A poor Chare woman ĩntruſted ſometimes to 
ſweep the Hall of one of the City- Companies, 
and ſcour their Pewter. when need required, 
made bold at ſeveral times to exchange à con- 
ſiderable quantity thereof for Silver. She very 
penitently confeſt the Fact, and had endeavour'd 
reſtit ution as far as ſhe could, begging mercy of 
the honourable Bench, which was afforded her. 
Another coming with three or four other Con- 
federates to an Ale-houſe, ſome of them got up 
ſtairs, and breakiog open a Cheſt of Drawers took 
away twenty Guinnies, five Rings, and ſeveral. 
ether things of value. The Priſoner beiog po- 
ved to be one of the Company, and that ſhe 
paid the Reckoning, was Convicte d. : 
A notorious Criminal after many fair warnings. 
and not a ſe Convictions, having ſome time 
ſince obtained the mercy of Tranſportation, 
finding, it ſeems, the place not to agree ſo yell 
wich her as that of Newgate, whereunto the 
had been ſo Bft accuſtomed, or at leaſt that the 
Cuſtumes ot the Country were not fit for, her 
Trade, Sugars and Tobacco not being fo con- 
vtniently ſtolen, harbour d, or put off there, as 
Watches, Ringe, Plate, Silks, c. are heres. 
thought fit to come back and follow her old | 
Profe ſſion of Shoplifting, being lately taken 
with a Scarf, which ſhe alleadged ſtuck to her; 
clothes when ſhe went out of a ſhop at the Ka- 
chapge, though the Jury were-of opigion at 
e. 
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the ſtole it: Which, a wiek her too early 
Return, cis verily believed, may cauſe her to 
take a ſuter Traaſpostation by à turn ut 75e z 
which, no doubt, will be much lamented as an 
»ntimely End, becauſe it happen'd no ſooner. 

The next confiderable, was an laditment a- 
ga inſt a man and a woman; pretended to be in- 
ter married, for Coyning. The woman had been 
an old Offender, and now uo leſs than nine or 
ten Inditments found againſt her for Felonies ; 
being ſo frugal and induſtrious, as firſt to Neal 
Plate, and afterwards e Honey of it, to fave 
the trouble of Lx change and the charge e Coy- 
nage. Yet as cunning as ſhe was dhe became ac- 
cellary to her on Diſcovery t For upon pro- 
miſe of Secrecy, ſhe tells an acquaintatice that 
ſhe knew ſome perſons that had ſtore of Saſh, and 
were reſolved to ſet up a private Mint ; aud ſhe 
would order it ſo, that he ſhould ſurprize them at 
work, and then get a good fum for eoncea- 
ment, wherein ſhe was to go faips, He feeming- 
ly conſents, but honeſtly imparts ie co FGehttte- 
man to whoſecate and office it belongs to ib f 
ſuch offences. Several times ſhe came to him, 
any ſometimes brought him new-coyn'd Obun- 
terfeit-money to put off; but ſtill on pretences 
the: buſineſs was not ripe, and perhaps then 
ſorowhar diſttaſt iog him, delay d the Biſeeve- 
29.4 /Tatharatihſthavicg leatut thet ue Bad ta- 
ba hovufe about ow for carryigg on the 
latrigue)he wieh d Warrzat and Officers went 
dows, and found her blow ing the fire u A Room 
bY 111473 


where 


n 


where-there WR LS ſorts of Metals; divers 
pieces of ſtolen Plate, a Coyning-Preſs, and 
ſome other Tools, now praduced- in Court; but 
her Husband was ia andther Room in bed. She 
did not much deny the Fact, but wholly clear'd 
him (to whom not above à fortnight before ſhe 
had. been married) proteſting that he was not 
privie to any of her actions of that kinde. The 
Court asking the man upon his Tryal whether he 
were content to part with his Wife, be, like a 
kind Hushand; replied, I aw very wiling the Law 
ſoould babe it; courſes Better one than both. 80 
that, he was acquitted., and ſhe convicted of 
High Tteaſom, and by Law to be Burut. 
The Gourt had much trouble given them by 
a tellow and his wife, the man being indicted for 
two Facts, ſtealing of a Mare, and of Linnen 1 
the woman for a Smock: both reſuſed to plead, 
inſomuch that the terrible Sentence of Peis fort 
dure (or preſſing) paſt, but not being recor- 
ded, and they on view of the Preſs, aud Mr. or- 
dinary'spreſſing and pious Exhortations net at 
once to caſt away their lives and their ſouls, ſub- 
mitting themſelves, were admitted to Tryal, and 
for want of exact proof acquitted on both In- 
dict ments. # 
Another remarkable thing was of a luſty 
young wench,who coming to an Office of Iatelli- 
gence to jnquire fox a Sexvice,, was by them di- 
rected to one at Weſtminſter, and entertain'd; 
pretending) her, ſelf to be a Quaker, on which 
account her Maſter and Miſtriſi the more — 
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truſted, her 3 but % freend dogg; thy? 

ſhe, robb'd ol ſeveral pieces of P 
Clothes, &c. above the valut of Fifty po 
and putting her ſelf in mans apparel went off 
with the Prize, but was ſoon purſued aud (not- 
withſtanding her diſguiſe ) diſcovered, and. in 
her maſculine habit carried to Newgate 5 bat 
now eee in a female dreſs, Before the ju - 
ſtice ſhe aceuſed one for taking the Goods by 
her Iavitation or conſent, and afterwards denied 
that he knew any thing of it, and charged ano- 
ther ; bat ſtill acknowledging 'ewas done by her 
privity, was found guilty of the Felony. 

Several perſons were found guilty of Felony arid burnt in 
the hand for ſtealing of Silver Tankards, &. out of Victu- 
aling-houſes : whetein there was little obſervable beſides this, 
That people after ſo many Examples ſhould be fo far itifitua- 
ted as to run the hazard of forfeiting their Lictalts, Abd 
loſing their Plate, by expoſing it in common uſe, meerly to 
gratifie their Pride; or a worſe humour of Covetouſnefs,which 
abateth the quantity of the Liquor, proportionably to the 
tempting quality of the Cups they vend it iu. 

A woman in the Strand coming to buy one pair of Silk 
Stockings which ſhe paid for,'fearing (it ſcems / ſhe might 
have a hard bargain, had been ſo kind to her ſelf as to take a- 
bout Seven and twenty pair more privately into her Apton 
without the uſeleſs Ceremony of asking the price ; but being 
diſcovered by a By-ftander, was forc'd to make legal ſatisſacti- 
on, and take an Acquittance for the ſame in her hand; to 
which Squire Keteh vouchſaſed to be a Witneſs, and ſubſcribe 
his Mark. 

A luſty fellow arraign'd for ſtealing a Horſe, abſolutely de- 
nicd any Lnowledge of dhe buſineſs 3 but being ſuddenly ask d 
what boot he had when he ſwapt him away, athrm'd, But five 
and thirty ſhillings » which amounting to a plain Conicſſion, 


he was brought in Gui y. 
Ana- 
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